
 

 

 

TWEED TOURISM 
 

MEDIA STORY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Discover Australia’s ‘newest’ travel destination … 
amidst one of our most ancient landscapes 

 
Spurred on by the advent of luxury resorts at Salt Village and Casuarina Beach, and 

rejuvenated by a new generation of sea-changers and tree-changers, the Tweed region 
in Northern NSW is slowly emerging as a totally ‘new’ travel destination. 

 
Whilst the focus is firmly fixed on the natural environment of World Heritage listed 

rainforests, unspoilt countryside and uncrowded beaches – all formed by the ancient Mt 
Warning shield volcano – the new activities and attractions now available in the region 

offer a very different holiday experience. 
 

In the following pages, we have highlighted some of the people and places  
that are part of the Tweed story … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Media Contacts:  

Karen Ransome  
Verve Consulting 
Ph: 07-5538 7379 
Fax: 07-5538 7379 
Mob: 0431 958 726 
Email: kransome@technet2000.com.au 
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ACTION & ADVENTURE 
 
WHALE WATCHING: UP CLOSE & VERY PERSONAL! 
Tweed operators offer a very different brand of whale watching to what you will find anywhere 
else along the east coast … getting up close and very personal in your choice of a 10-man zodiac 
(inflatable runabout) or an 11-man dive boat. The curious humpbacks regularly pop up right next 
to the boat – almost within touching distance – and it’s a breath-taking experience when some of 
them ride the gentle swells, heading straight for you. The whale watching season runs 
uninterrupted from early June to late November, with daily sightings usually fairly close to Cook 
Island and the shoreline. The 3-4 hour whale watching adventure finishes with a riverside 
barbeque or brunch at the Sheoak Shack in Fingal– a laid-back surfie-style café featuring shell 
mobiles and some sling seats made from driftwood and fishing nets. 

New Operator! In 2008, the Tweed welcomed a new whale watching operator offering 
excursions for larger groups in their 45-pax vessel. The new boat still offers the same ‘up close 
and personal’ experience where you’ll pretty much have the whales all to yourself. 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  Tweed Snorkelling & Whale Watching Adventures (zodiac) 
Contact -  John & Leah Van Blanken  
Address -  Boats depart from Fingal Public Wharf on the Tweed River 
Phone -  0410 659 034 
Email -  snorkel5@bigpond.net.au 
Website - www.tweedoceanadventures.com.au  
 
Operator - Fingal Dive Charters (dive boat) 
Contact -  Mal Hennessey 
Address -  Fingal Road, Fingal Head 
Phone -  0418 711 659 
Email -  fingalcharters@ozbizweb.com 
 
Operator - Aquatic Blue Charters (45-pax) 
Contact -  Carol & Tony Hunt 
Address - Boats depart from the private wharf at Tweed Coolangatta Bowls Club, Sorley 

Street, South Tweed 
Phone -  07-5599 4104 or 0448 822 303 
Email -  info@aquaticbluecharters.com.au 
Website - www.aquaticbluecharters.com.au  
 
SNORKEL WITH TURTLES & LEOPARD SHARKS 
Located approximate 600m offshore from Fingal Head, the Cook Island Aquatic Reserve is one of 
the best-kept secrets along the east coast – home to a large permanent colony of green and 
loggerhead turtles, and the docile leopard sharks who visit during the summer months. The 
abundance of marine life also includes bull rays, spotted eagle rays, giant gropers, wobbiegongs 
and the occasional grey nurse shark, with rock caves and coral gardens adding to the area’s 
underwater charms. A number of operators take divers out to the reserve, while Fingal Dive 
Charters and Tweed Snorkelling and Whale Watching Adventures offer regular cruises for 
snorkellers of all levels.  

Operator Details: 
Operator - Fingal Dive Charters (dive boat) 
Contact -  Mal Hennessey 
Address -  Fingal Road, Fingal Head 
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Phone -  0418 711 659 
Email -  fingalcharters@ozbizweb.com 
 
KAYAKING ON CUDGEN CREEK 
Winding through the Tweed Coast wetlands, Cudgen Creek is an important habitat for a wide 
variety of bird and marine species. The best way to access this wilderness area is on a guided 
kayak tour where you might also catch a glimpse of the local river dolphins. For a slightly different 
angle, we could arrange one of the local indigenous guides to accompany you and, perhaps, 
incorporate some of the sites of Aboriginal significance. 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  New Tweed Coast Adventures 
Address - The Boathouse at Salt Village, Pointbreak Circuit, South Kingscliff 
Phone -  02-6674 1039 
Website - www.tweedcoastadventures.com.au  
 
New Operator: Local Aboriginal guide, Kyle Slabb, now offers a unique Indigi-adventure 
experience, combining a kayaking experience with visits to local Aboriginal sites and hands-on 
indigenous cultural experiences. Try your hand at spearing fish and making baskets, visit the 
ancient ‘women’s birthing island’ and learn more about the rich heritage of the Bundjalung nation. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Kyle Slabb 
Phone -  (07) 5523-2119 or 0413 075 812 
Email -  slabb01@bigpond.com 
 
BUSHWALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE ANCIENTS 
Discover the ancient secrets and dreamtime stories of the Fingal peninsular with local Aboriginal 
guide, Ernie Williams.  

Operator Details: 
Operator -  Saltwater Life 
Contact - Ernie Williams 
Phone -  0431 536 786 
Email -  ernie@saltwaterlife.com.au 
Website -  www.saltwaterlife.com.au  
 
SURFING SAFARI 
The Northern NSW coastline is the traditional birthplace of the Aussie surfing legend and 
Australia’s current world champions, Mick Fanning and Stephanie Gilmore. … so where better to 
learn to surf like a pro? Local surf schools offer group lessons for beginners, private lessons for 
experienced surfers, school programs and coaching. The village of Casuarina is also home to 
Surfing Australia and features their full training facility, which hosts Australia’s first university 
degree in surfing, Southern Cross University’s Diploma of Sports Management (Surfing Studies) 
recently voted the ‘sexiest university course in the world’ by FHM Magazine. . 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  New Tweed Coast Adventures 
Address - The Boathouse at Salt Village, Pointbreak Circuit, South Kingscliff 
Phone -  02-6674 1039 
Website - www.tweedcoastadventures.com.au  
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UNDERWATER BUSHWALKING 
This is a walk on the wildside with a difference: A guided scuba dive along the Tweed River. 
Unlike your regular bushwalk where wildlife sightings are few and fleeting, you’ll see marine life in 
abundance on this scuba safari – dolphins, turtles, rays, octopus, moray eels and fish by the 
hundreds. This could also be done at night when the underwater inhabitants of the river are even 
more active and the phosphorus puts on a spectacular light show. This particular operator could 
also take you out diving with grey nurse sharks off the Tweed Coast out at the “9-mile” where 
they gather during the winter months. Sightings can’t be guaranteed but the sharks are usually 
there most of the time from mid-July onwards. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Kirra Dive 
Contact -  Tim 
Address -  133 Wharf Street, Tweed Heads 
Phone -  07-5536 6622 
Email -   frontdesk@kirradive.com  
Website -  www.kirradive.com  
 
DEEP SEA FISHING CHARTERS 
The cross-over of tropical, sub-tropical and temperate waters off the Tweed Coast adds up to a 
huge variety of big game fish. A number of operators offer deep sea fishing charters that head out 
from the Tweed Marina to the offshore reefs in search of billfish, cobia, mackerel, mahi mahi, 
tuna, pearl perch, snapper, mullaway and parrot fish. They cater for groups of up to 12 or more, 
as well as individuals. Operators supply all the necessary bait and tackle, and the required fishing 
permits. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Seamaster Fishing Charters (there are also several others) 
Contact - Peter Bolic  
Address -  River Terrace, Tweed Heads 
Phone -  07-5524 8849 or 0415 593 901 
Email -  seamaster@bigpond.com 
Website - www.seamasterfishingcharters.com 
 
FLY FISHING FOR AUSTRALIAN BASS 
Deep in the Tweed Valley, Clarrie Hall Dam is a favourite (and very beautiful) location for bass fly 
fishing. It’s stocked every year with over 20,000 fingerlings so the chances of getting a nibble are 
always good. There are no fly fishing operators, as such, but we would be happy to organize a 
local fisherman to take you out on the dam and perhaps show you some other good fishing spots 
along the Tweed River. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
A LITTLE LOCAL FISHING KNOWLEDGE 
River and estuary fishing is obviously a major pastime right along the Tweed River. We would be 
happy to set you up with local fishermen and crabbers who can take you out to their favourite 
spots, to talk about what you can catch, etc. and maybe even throw in a few of their own recipes. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
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Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
CYCLE THE COAST 
One of the best ways to explore the Tweed Coast is on a bicycle – and the extended cycleway 
running almost right along the beaches from Kingscliff to Pottsville makes it easy and safe to do 
just that. Start with breakfast at one of the award-winning cafes lining Kingscliff’s Esplanade ‘eat 
street’; explore the multi-million dollar Salt and Casuarina developments, stopping for lunch or a 
snack at a beachfront watering hole; then enjoy the contrast of sleepy seaside villages like 
Hastings Point, Cabarita and Pottsville which still retain their old-fashioned family holiday charm. 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  New Tweed Coast Adventures 
Address - The Boathouse at Salt Village, Pointbreak Circuit, South Kingscliff 
Phone -  02-6674 1039 
Website - www.tweedcoastadventures.com.au  

 
 

UNIQUE TOURS & ATTRACTIONS 
 
CATCH YOUR OWN SEAFOOD PLATTER 
Operated by Lee and Robert Eyre of Perfectour (see also Birds Bay Oyster Farm), Catch-a-Crab 
Cruises are one of the most popular – and awarded – attractions in the Tweed region. 

Daily cruises depart from Birds Bay Oyster Farm on the Tweed River and travel through the small 
islets and wetlands of the Terranora Inlet, giving passengers the chance to get ‘hands on’ as the 
boat stops to feed wild pelicans, pulls up on a sandbar so everyone can have a go at pumping for 
yabbies and then cruises past the crab pots to haul in the day’s catch. An informative 
presentation on the local spanner and mudcrabs, and some leisurely time dangling the fishing 
rods over the side complete the three hour cruise. 

Returning to the Birds Bay Oyster Farm, passengers can dine on their catch with a succulent crab 
platter and sample the locally grown oysters. Catch a Crab also run educational cruises for school 
groups and have won numerous awards, including Tourism NSW’s Award of Distinction and have 
been inducted into Northern Rivers Tourism’s Hall of Fame. 

 
Operator Details: 
Operator -  Catch a Crab Cruises 
Contact -  Lee Eyre 
Address -  Birds Bay Drive, West Tweed heads 
Phone -  07-5599 9972 
Email -  info@perfectour.com 
Website - www.catchacrab.com.au 
 
CRUISE THROUGH THE RAINFOREST 
The only one of its kind in the region, Tweed Endeavour Cruises takes you by boat through the 
rainforests of Stotts Island and past the Tweed’s sprawling canefields to the historic riverport of 
Tumbulgum. 

Stop along the way to feed the wild birds of prey and keep a close eye out for friendly river 
dolphins as you learn more about the region from Captain Bill’s commentary. After browsing 
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through the art galleries, craft shops and historical country pub at Tumbulgum, you’ll enjoy a 
seafood feast onboard as you travel back to the Tweed. 

Tweed Endeavour Cruises also offer a unique Fishmarket Cruise which stops for a behind-the-
scenes tour of the largest seafood export factory on the Tweed and a Crab Catching Cruise 
where you can try yabby pumping, fishing, bird feeding and, of course, crab catching. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Tweed Endeavour Cruises 
Contact - Sonya or Scott 
Address - Tweed Marina, River Terrace, Tweed Heads 
Phone -  07-5536 8800  
Email -  info@goldcoastcruising.com 
Website - www.goldcoastcruising.com 
 
TROPICAL TREATS  
Celebrating its 25

th
 birthday in 2008, Tropical Fruit World and Research Park would have to be 

the world’s healthiest theme park - comprising the largest range of rare and tropical fruit in the 
world. More than 500 varieties are grown on the 65-hectare plantation, with some of the more 
quirky varieties including chocolate pudding fruit, lemon meringue pie fruit, chewing gum fruit, 
champagne fruit and ice-cream bean. It’s also a great place to introduce kids to tasty exotics such 
as jak fruit, babacos, papayas, longans and the giant avocadoes.   

Owner Bob Brinsmead bought the property in 1972, gradually planting out the rolling hills with 
varieties gathered from all over the world. Prior to this, part of the land was used as by the 
Department of Agriculture as a research station, where their experimental plot included 
avocadoes, lychees, mangoes and macadamia nuts long before most Australians had even heard 
of these ‘new’ fruits. It was, in fact, the first place in NSW to grow and market avocadoes. 

Opening to the public in 1973 as Avocadoland, Tropical Fruit World has evolved over the years 
as a popular family fun park with riverboat cruise, miniature railway, adventure playground and 
fauna park.  

Operator Details: 
Operator -  Tropical Fruit World 
Contact -  Kelly Patterson or Aymon Gow 
Address -  Duranbah Road, Duranbah 
Phone -   02-6677 7222 
Email -   info@tropicalfruitworld.com.au 
Website -   www.tropicalfruitworld.com.au 
BOTTLE YOUR OWN WINE 
You can bottle your own wine at the Tweed’s only winery, perched high up in the hills of Carool 
overlooking the coast. Ilnam Estate Wines produces a boutique range of whites (Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc), reds (Shiraz, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon) and a semi-sweet Rose. They 
conduct winery and tasting tours on Wednesday and Saturday mornings and operate an alfresco 
café where you can match their wines with morning tea, lunch or afternoon tea. The café is also 
famous for its Sunday afternoon sessions, featuring local musicians like Glenn Brace who has 
performed with the likes of George Benson, Art Garfunkel, Anne Murray and Dionne Warwick. 
One of the highlight events each year is the ‘community harvest’, held in late February/early 
March, when neighbours from far and wide help bring in the crop. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Ilnam Wine Estate 
Contact - Mark Quinn 
Address -  750 Carool Road, Carool, 2486 
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Phone -  07-5590 7703 
Email -  info@ilnam.com.au  
Website - www.ilnam.com.au  
  
BUCK BUCHANAN’S BUSH TUCKER GARDEN 
Gerard ‘Buck’ Buchanan is one of the Tweed’s real characters: As dry as they come, never wears 
shoes … and he sells to some of Australia’s leading chefs, including Tetsuya’s in Sydney, all from 
the village of Chillingham, in the heart of the Tweed Valley. 

Behind his rustic roadside stall, Buck has set up a ‘bush tucker garden’ showcasing some of the 
unusual produce he grows for the markets – native fingerlimes, the very alien-looking Buddha’s 
Hands fruit from the foothills of the Himalayas, Japanese yuzu fruit, kaffir limes, bergamot and 
more. He conducts tours around the garden for free and is always a highlight with visiting media. 
For more information on Buck and his operation, see our Food Media Kit.  

Operator Details: 
Operator - Banana Cabana & Bush Tucker Garden 
Contact - Buck or Anne Buchanan 
Address -  Murwillumbah-Nerang Road, Chillingham 
Phone -  02-6679 1022 
Website - www.tweedfruit.com  
 
AUSTRALIA’S OWN TEA 
Madura Tea is the only wholly Australian-owned fine tea producer. Whilst the plantations and 
factory do not generally cater for one-off visitors, they host tours for groups or media, starting out 
in the plantation and moving through the entire production process to the drying rooms, shredding 
machines and packaging sections. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Madura Tea 
Contact - Ray Fien 
Address -  753 Clothiers Creek Road, Murwillumbah, 2484 
Phone -  02-6670 6000 
Email -  info@maduratea.com.au 
Website - www.maduratea.com.au  
 
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
Crystal Creek Miniatures is home to an amazing collection of pint-sized animals, including horses, 
cows, donkeys and more. Even the family dogs are pocket-sized Chihuahuas. In addition to being 
a working animal stud, they have an entertaining hour-long tour on the valley tractor train and you 
can finish up by sampling local Down on the Farm beef at the Verandah Café. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Crystal Creek Miniatures  
Contact -  Carolyn Tebbutt 
Address -  Cnr Numinbah Rd & Upper Crystal Creek Rd, Crystal Creek (via Murwillumbah) 
Phone -  02-6679 1532 
Email -  tours@minianimals.net  
Website -  www.minianimals.net 
 
LUXURY BARBEQUE BOATS 
A very different way to plan a picnic in the Tweed is to hire out one of the luxury barbeque 
pontoons available from Neptune’s Pleasure Pontoons. The boats are equipped with an onboard 
barbeque, CD stereo system, full length canopy top, fish finder and even an on-board toilet. If you 
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don’t trust your luck with a rod and reel, you can always stock up on fresh prawns from the 
trawler, oysters from the Kennedy Drive farmers and local fish from the co-op before you head 
out. Alternatively, the operators will do full catering. A great way to spend a day out with friends. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Neptunes Pleasure Pontoons 
Contact - Noel & Liana Wynne 
Address - Tweed Marina, River Terrace, Tweed Heads 
Phone -  0402 55 11 44 
Email -  info@neptunespleasurepontoons.com.au 
Website - www.neptunespleasurepontoons.com.au 
 
WILDERNESS WANDERING 
The Tweed Valley boasts six National Parks which form part of the World Heritage listed Central 
Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia (CERRA). These include Mt Warning, Border Ranges, 
Lamington, Springbrook, Nightcap and Mooball. All of these rainforest areas are networked with 
excellent walking trails and we would be happy to line up a local guide to give you some added 
insight on any area you would like to explore or a member of the local indigenous community who 
can share their spiritual stories. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 

 
 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

The Northern Rivers region is home to Australia’s largest community of artists and craftspeople 
outside a metropolitan area. Inspired by the spectacular scenery and abundant wildlife, their 
creations are on show at small village galleries, the Tweed regional gallery, art co-ops and at 
local markets. You can also visit some artists in their studios, attend workshops in a gallery or the 
rainforest and watch artists at work when you visit our artist-in-residence at Tweed Tourism’s 
World Heritage Rainforest and Visitor Information Centre in Murwillumbah. 

 
ART GALLERY TRAIL 
Tweed Shire Council has set up a country drive with a difference: Following the art trail on a 
scenic jaunt through the Tweed Valley from gallery to gallery. Taking you from the Tweed Coast 
along the riverbank to Tumbulgum and Murwillumbah then out around the base of Mt Warning, 
the trail incorporates local craft galleries, our regional art showcase at Murwillumbah and co-ops 
featuring everything from the traditional to the quirky. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
HOME FOR FAMOUS FACES 
The Tweed River Art Gallery is the original home of the $100,000 Doug Moran National Portrait 
Prize. The winning entries from 1988 to 2000 form part of one of Australia’s best portrait 
collections, housed by the Gallery and including a wide variety of paintings, photographs, 
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sculpture and works on paper from some of Australia’s leading artists. Thanks to the generosity of 
former Deputy Prime Minister, Doug Anthony (who donated the land) and the fundraising efforts 
of local art-lovers, the collection is now housed in a state-of-the-art facility, overlooking Mt 
Warning and the Tweed Valley in Murwillumbah. 

Contact Details: 
Address –  2 Mistral Road (cnr Tweed Valley Way), Murwillumbah South, 2484 
Contact -  Susi Muddiman, Art Gallery Director 
Phone -   02-6670 2790 
Email –   smuddiman@tweed.nsw.gov.au 
Website –  tweed.nsw.gov.au/artgallery 
 
ESCAPE FINE ART GALLERY 
One of our finest galleries, Escape features a regular calendar of exhibitions showcasing the work 
of local artists such as Dailan Pugh (son of renowned Australian artist, Clifton Pugh), Lorraine 
Rogers, Heather Bell and more. They also offer workshops for aspiring artists, sculptors and 
photographers. 

Operator Details: 
Contact -  Bob Stainlay 
Address -  1 Brisbane Street, Murwillumbah 
Phone -   02-66 722 433 
Email -   gallery@escapeart.com.au 
Website -  www.escapeart.com.au  
 
ADRIAN ROBERT TURNER 
Adrian is a local artist with a difference: Inspired by the seascape and beaches of the Tweed, he 
paints his stunning images onto surfboards. He has been commissioned by Billabong for their 
international market and his works feature on the boards of many of our local champion surfers. 
Adrian’s canvases and surfboards are showcased in a small art gallery behind the House of 
Gabriel café at Tumbulgum. 

Operator Details: 
Contact -  Adrian Robert Turner 
Phone -   0421 079 088 
Website -  www.arturner.com.au 
 
GOING POTTY 
An historic 1920s store in a tiny village near Mt Warning is home to the famous Stokers Siding 
Pottery. Potter Bob Connery has gained an international reputation for his reduced lustre work, 
while his stoneware and porcelain attract visitors from all over Australia. The gallery also houses 
a display of historic photographs and books, and is opposite the old railway station where the 
general store incorporates a verandah tea room, making this village an idyllic stop on a valley 
driving route. 

Operator Details: 
Contact -  Bob Connery 
Address -  224 Stokers Road, Stokers Siding 
Phone –  02-6677 9208 
Website -  www.stokerspottery.com.au  
 
LEARN FROM THE MASTERS 
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Renowned Australian artists Robert Todonai and Robert Pope conduct regular art workshops at 
their unique mudbrick and stone hand-built castle in Uki. See more information under the listing 
for Castle on the Hill B&B. 
 
ART & CRAFT VILLAGE 
The historic riverport of Tumbulgum has emerged in recent years as a quaint and quiet art village 
with a number of galleries opening in the short stretch of shops overlooking a wide bend of the 
river. The galleries are complemented by cafes and the famous Tumbulgum Hotel, making this a 
great destination for a day drive.  
 
LOCAL ART CO-OPERATIVES 
There are a number of local art co-operatives in the Tweed where you can view the work of 
regional artists. These include Curious Art Gallery at Chinderah where the on-going series of 
exhibitions could feature anything from a traditional landscape to surreal digital media; and 
AAARTEC (Australian Allied Artisans Resource Talent Enviromanagement Cooperative) which 
specialises in high quality woodwork. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 

 
 

GETAWAYS … WITH A DIFFERENCE 
 
CAMP TAILWAGGERS 

The Tweed region now boasts Australia’s very first purpose-built holiday, training and conference 
centre … for dogs! Camp Tailwaggers includes self-contained cabins where dogs are welcome in, 
on or under the beds. There’s a fenced dam where dogs can go for a dip, an enclosed exercise 
yard and 5kms of walking tracks through the rainforest. They even offer a dog-sitting service if 
you want to head off exploring the region. The conference facility includes an indoor training 
centre and grassed rings for obedience and agility work where they run dog training camps with 
international presenters two or three times a year.  

Operator Details: 
Operator -          Camp Tailwaggers and Coolangatta Pet Motel 
Contact -           Anne or Tony Bulke 
Address -          Carool Road, Carool 
Phone -             07-55 909 682 
Email -              dog@coolangattapetmotel.com 
Website -          www.coolangattapetmotel.com  
 
A B&B FIT FOR A KING … OR QUEEN 
Just outside the art and craft village of Uki in the Tweed Valley, three local artists have hand-built 
a 14

th
 century Italian renaissance castle from rocks and mud-bricks. It comes complete with a 

soaring Great Room, sculptured courtyard gardens and various quirky features. Guests are 
accommodated in the Earl’s Chamber, the Lady’s Chamber (featuring stained glass and church 
windows) or the Knight’s Chamber. You can also participate in art classes with Robert Todonai 
and Robert Pope, cooking classes with Irene Brown or book in for a medieval banquet in Lord 
Todonai’s Hall. 
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Operator Details: 
Operator - Castle on the Hill B&B 
Contact -  Irene Brown 
Address - 90 Bonny Doon Road, Uki 
Phone -  02-6679 5442 
Email -   Irene@castleonhill.com 
Website -  www.castleonhill.com  
 
RELAX IN A FLOATING SPA 
The Tweed River is just perfect for houseboating but Boyds Bay Houseboats offer something a 
little different with their luxury deck-top heated spa. Feel the tension fade away as you lie back in 
the spa with a glass of champagne and float along through a passing panorama of canefields, 
rainforests and Mt Warning. The historic riverside village of Tumbulgum is a popular 
houseboating destination where you can tuck into a traditional pub lunch at the 1887 hotel and 
wander through the art galleries, craft stores and historic cemetery. 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  Boyds Bay Houseboats 
Contact -  Michelle Day 
Address - Tweed Marina, River Terrace, Tweed Heads 
Phone -  1800 468 732 / 07-5599 1436 / 0412 878 400 
Email -  sales@goldcoasthouseboats.com  
Website - www.goldcoasthouseboats.com  
 
A GETAWAY FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Jules Lewin and Maggie Wilkins-Russell have renovated and converted an old Queenslander in 
the centre of Uki into a guesthouse specifically designed for people with a disability. They tell me 
it is the only one of its kind in Australia – i.e. that has been specifically designed as such, rather 
than just offering wheelchair accessibility. In addition to ramps, special bathrooms, low tables, 
wide halls and doorways, etc, they have a solar-powered electronic liftchair so people can get 
themselves in and out of the pool, Braille and large print signage everywhere, etc. etc. They only 
opened in December 06 and already have some amazing stories about some of the people who 
have stayed there – i.e. first holiday some people have had in 15 years, etc. etc.  

Jules and Maggie also have interesting backgrounds. Jules has a permanent disability as a result 
of a crushing injury to her leg several years ago and walks with crutches. Prior to moving to Uki, 
she was a lecturer in medical science (athophysiology and pharmacology) at Sydney University 
and has been honoured with Awards for Excellence in both nursing and tertiary education. 
Maggie was a teacher and principal of a large primary school for many years and has a degree in 
musicology. For the past 15 years, she has conducted music workshops in Australia and New 
Zealand and was the director of a number of choirs around Sydney – including the Sydney 
University Choir, which is how she and Jules met. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Uki Guesthouse 
Contact - Jules Lewin or Maggie Wilkins-Russell 
Address -  Kyogle Road, Uki 
Phone -  02-6679 5777 
Email -   info@ukiguesthouse.com.au 
Website -  www.ukiguesthouse.com.au  
 
DISCOVER YOUR INNER CAVEMAN 
At Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat, you can really get away from it all, hibernating in your very 
own luxuriously appointed cave, built into a hillside and looking straight up at Mt Warning. 
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Otherwise known as Altwood Lodge, the cave cabin has been crafted in rock, stone and huge 
timber slabs, to create a bedroom, lounge/dining area, kitchen and bathroom. Amidst the luxury 
appointments, quirky features have been included such as a pull-down basin salvaged from an 
old railway sleeper carriage, a three-dimensional shower and a gold-fish bowl in the toilet cistern.  

Altwood Lodge is one of three fantastical cabins hidden away at Amazing Wollumbin Palms 
Retreat. Just down the dirt road but well out of sight is the Sir Joseph Banks Lodge – a 12-sided 
cabin reminiscent of a Mongolian yurt but beautifully fitted out with a hand-made timber bed, pot-
belly stove and a spa out on the verandah surrounded by the rainforest. And overlooking the 
property’s lily-shrouded lake is the King’s Lodge, built in two sections around Javanese joglos 
(internal canopies, for want of a better description!) which were bought from an Indonesian palace 
and reconstructed piece by piece. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat 
Contact -  Phil and Casey Russell 
Address -  Mt Warning Road, Mt Warning 
Phone -  02-6679 5063 
Email -   info@wollumbinpalms.com.au 
Website -  www.wollumbinpalms.com.au  
 
PENTHOUSE IN THE RAINFOREST 
For the ultimate luxury escape, stay in a rainforest penthouse at Crystal Creek Rainforest Retreat. 
Two of their cabins have been built on the hillside so that the living, dining and sleeping area is 
level with the rainforest canopy. Three uninterrupted walls of glass effectively bring the outside 
indoors or you can sit out on the wide timber verandah and chat to the birds as you enjoy your 
morning coffee. 

The 250-acre property tucked into the base of Springbrook Mountain features several luxury 
cabins, all with big double spa baths. A favourite pastime for guests is to laze in the hammocks 
strung over Crystal Creek and the owners are often asked to set up special romantic sunset 
picnics in the rainforest. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Crystal Creek Rainforest Retreat 
Contact -  Mark & Bronny van Renen  
Address -  Brookers Road, Crystal Creek via Murwillumbah 
Phone -  02-6679 1591 
Email -   ccrr@optusnet.com.au  
Website -  www.ccrr.com.au   
 
CITY STYLE IN A BUSH SETTING 
EcOasis features your choice of six architecturally designed rainforest chalets offering absolute 
privacy and complete seclusion. The two-storey eco-timber and glass chalets are beautifully 
furnished in a ultra-contemporary style, each with a gourmet kitchen and expansive cantilevered 
doors that take full advantage of the rainforest views. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - EcOasis  
Contact - Jill Wadsworth 
Address -  55 Tateywan Street, Uki 
Phone -  02-6679 5959 
Email -  nature@ecoasis.com.au 
Website - www.ecoasis.com.au 
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FIVE-STAR RESORTS DON’T GET ANY MORE EXCLUSIVE THAN THIS! 
Limpinwood Lodge is one of the Tweed Valley’s newest luxury hideaways, with the three chalets 
opening in 2007. Each features a cosy log fire for winter and a spa out on the timber deck looking 
out towards the lush landscaped gardens. They offer all the trimmings you would expect in a five-
star resort (including in-room massages) without the crowds 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Limpinwood Lodge 
Contact -  Robert & Robyn Rowney 
Address -  531 Zara Road, Limpinwood 
Phone -  02-6679 3805 
Website -  www.limpinwoodlodge.com.au 
 
BEACH HOLIDAY ON A BUDGET 
Whilst the Tweed’s new luxury retreats get plenty of attention, you can still find budget beach 
accommodation on the Tweed Coast. The Hideaway is located right on Cabarita Beach, with 
accommodation available in very nicely appointed self-contained motel units or a couple of 
spacious two-room family suites. Prices for the oceanfront rooms start from just $131 per night 
Monday-Thursday or $148 on weekends (min two night stay). For two people, that’s just 
$65.60/$74 per person.The family room, sleeping up to six people, starts from $197 per night 
during the week which works out at less than $33 per person! 

Operator Details: 
Operator - The Hideaway  
Contact -  Chris & Maria Gregory 
Address -  21 Cypress Crescent, Cabarita 
Phone -  02-6676 1444 
Website -  www.cababeach.com.au 
 
FIVE-STAR B&B 
The Tweed Valley’s first five-star rated B&B is nestled on a tranquil hillcrest at Crystal Creek. 
Clive and Tracy offer a choice of luxury B&B accommodation or a private spa cottage. They won 
the NSW State Excellence in Tourism Award in 2004 as well as numerous regional tourism 
awards over several years. 
Operator Details: 
Operator - Hillcrest B&B 
Contact - Clive & Tracy Parker 
Address - Upper Crystal Creek Road, Crystal Creek via Murwillumbah   2484   
Phone -  02-6679 1023 
Website - www.hillcrestbb.com  
 
CARAVAN PARKS AND BUDGET FAMILY RESORTS 
The Tweed Coast offers great value for families and budget travellers with a string of excellent 
caravan parks and camping areas stretched along the beachfront from Fingal to Pottsville. There 
are also a number of beautifully located hinterland properties offering a choice of well-serviced 
bush camping and cabin accommodation for families and groups, including Midginbil Hill 
Country Retreat and Mt Warning Forest Hideaway. 
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LUXURY RESORTS 
 
TWEED HEADS 

The main hub of Tweed Heads is renowned for the live concerts, affordable dining and 
entertainment offered by world-class sporting and services clubs, supported by a range of quality 
hotel and apartment complexes, including: 

Outrigger Twin Towns Resort  
Outrigger Hotels & Resorts has officially taken over the management reigns of the iconic Twin 
Towns Resort on the Queensland/New South Wales border at Tweed Heads, now rebranded 
Outrigger Twin Towns Resort.  The complex features two towers of stylishly appointed, self-
contained hotel rooms, suites and penthouses, with private balconies and sensational views. 
Other features of Outrigger Twin Towns Resort include Signatures Restaurant, two swimming 
pools, spas, tennis courts, mini golf, gym and steam room and outdoor barbecue areas. The 
resort is adjacent to the Twin Towns Services Club by overhead pedestrian linkway which offers a 
variety of dining and entertainment venues including Images coffee shop, Orient, Flame, Horizons 
and The Four Seasons Carvery.  First class entertainment is provided in Breezes Live and the 
Twin Towns Showroom headlines world-class performances of music, dance, and comedy. A 
state-of-the-art conference facility provides function rooms, private dining rooms, and expert 
catering well suited for business and social events. 

Operator Details: 
Contact - Karla Haraldstad, Business Development Manager 
Address - Cnr Wharf Street, Tweed Heads & Griffith Street, Coolangatta 
Phone -  07-5536 2121 
Website -  www.outrigger.com 
 
Tweed Ultima Apartments 
Our newest holiday apartments, Tweed Ultima provides luxurious accommodation in one and 
two-bedroom fully self-contained units with spacious living areas and gourmet kitchens. The 
complex will eventually encompass a retail arcade, convention facilities, fitness centre and day 
spa and restaurant/café all in the heart of the Tweed Heads and Coolangatta CBD.  

Operator Details: 
Address - 20 Stuart Street, Tweed Heads 
 

TWEED COAST 

The Tweed Coast has been transformed with multi-million dollar beachfront developments, Salt 
and Casuarina Beach, stretched along the shoreline south of Kingscliff. Giving visitors the 
opportunity to live the sea change lifestyle is: 
 
Mantra on Salt Beach 
Encompassing beachfront hotel and apartment-style rooms. Adjoins Salt’s Village 
restaurant row encompassing some of the region’s best new dining and contemporary 
beach bar venues. Plantation style architecture and spacious rooms, coupled with the 
lagoon pool and beachfront location make this one of most popular resorts. 

Operator Details: 
Contact -  Gerd Buerich 
Address -  Gunnamatta Avenue, Kingscliff    NSW     2487  
Phone -  1800 117 258 
Website - www.mantra.com.au  



 

 

P O Box 4239   Elanora   Qld   4221               Ph: 07-5538 7379              Mob: 0431 958 726 

Page  16 

   
Peppers Salt Resort & Spa 
Opened in 2005, this five-star resort set around a tranquil beach lagoon and stretching along 1km 
of beachfront offers all the luxuries you have come to expect from Australia’s most exclusive 
resort company, including the largest Golden Door Health Retreat built to date. Peppers has also 
recently opened the ultra-luxurious Bale apartments on the beach adjacent to the main Peppers 
resort. 

Operator Details: 
Contact - Lindal Forsyth, General Manager 
Address - Bells Boulevard, South Kingscliff     NSW    2487   
Phone -  1300 729 802 
Website - www.peppers.com.au  
 
Domain Casuarina Beach Resort 
Offering a choice of self-contained apartments, beachfront villas and contemporary 
beachhouses, all designed by award-winning architects. Adjacent to the new Sandbar + 
Grill, operated by acclaimed restaurateurs Toby Bamford and Greg Pieper. 

Operator Details: 
Contact -  Matthew Doktor 
Address - Barclay Drive, Casuarina  NSW  2487 
Phone -  02-5574 1121 
Website - www.casuarinabeach.com 
 
Santai Casuarina Beach  
Opened in February 2007, the contemporary Balinese architecture of this apartment resort 
sets the scene for new standards of luxury. Spacious pavilions, open courtyards and high 
ceilings take full advantage of the seaside setting where you can indulge in spa treatments 
and fine dining. 

Operator Details: 
Contact - Matthew Doktor 
Address - Dianella Drive, North Casuarina   NSW   2487  
Phone -  1800 882 360 
Website - www.domainresorts.com  
 
Other resort developments along this stretch of coastline include Drift Apartments and Villas and 
Mainwaring Apartments. Cotton Beach, Pandanus Pocket and the Beach Shacks are scheduled 
for opening in 2007 and 2008. 
 
LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF 

Tweed is a region where you can really spoil yourself with a range of pampering treatments. At 
the luxury end of the scale, book into the largest Golden Door Health Retreat ever built in 
Australia, part of Peppers Spa and Resort at Salt. Or you can try a low-key village approach at 
Tyalgum where Ayurvedic therapist, Elizabeth Sear, offers the full range of relaxation packages 
(warm oil Indian head massage, withania and honey full-body scrub, black sesame oil treatment) 
at Mumbai Day Spa. There are also a number of day spas now in the picturesque beach village 
of Kingscliff. 
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FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 
(See our FOOD MEDIA KIT for more details) 

 
FROM THE GARDEN TO THE TABLE 

At Mavis Kitchen, you can see how fresh the food is – from your table on the verandah of this 
beautiful old Queenslander, you look straight out at the salad, veggie and herb garden where they 
grow their own organic produce for the restaurant. 

Depending on what is ripe for the picking each morning, chefs Charlie Ebell and Sandi Allaway 
design a new blackboard menu every day, highlighting the lush flavours with simple yet elegant 
country-style recipes. 

The house itself has an interesting history: Until very recently, it was one of the Gold Coast’s 
most upmarket restaurants – the Harley Street Brasserie at Labrador. When developers bought 
the property, owners Peter Clarke and Charlie moved the old Queenslander lock, stock and barrel 
to their 25-acre hideaway at the base of Mt Warning in the Tweed Valley. 

They also offer accommodation in the property’s former dairy and an old shed, both of which 
have been converted into contemporary-style self-contained cabins. Interesting features include a 
bedroom in what was once the creamery and an open section of roof in the bathroom to create an 
‘outdoor’ shower. 

The property is a showcase of environmental sustainability with neatly labeled worm farms and 
compost heaps to provide natural fertilizers for the garden, free range chickens to supply the 
breakfast eggs and a dam to provide water. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Mavis’s Kitchen and Cabins at Mt Warning 
Contact - Peter Clarke 
Address -  64 Mt Warning Road, Mt Warning (near Uki –10 mins from Murwillumbah) 
Phone -  02-6679 5664 
Email -   home@maviseskitchen.com.au 
Website -  www.maviseskitchen.com.au 
 
OYSTERS DON’T COME ANY FRESHER THAN THIS! 

Commercial oyster farming is an important industry in the Tweed region, with the leases 
predominantly located along the banks of the Tweed River and in the Terranora Inlet. The local 
variety is based on the Sydney rock oyster stock but – like wine – the flavour and colour of 
oysters will vary depending on where they are grown. 

A number of co-ops along the highway and Kennedy Drive, west of Tweed Heads, sell locally-
grown oysters but Lee and Robert Eyre have taken it one step further by opening their own 
Oyster Bar where people can come in and sample freshly shucked oysters, either grown locally in 
their nearby leases when they are harvesting or from suppliers at other times of the year. 

At the Birds Bay Oyster Farm right on the banks of the river, you can see how the oysters are 
brought in from the ‘beds’ on ‘trays’ before being harvested and shucked. Their lunch menu 
features Birds Bay oysters Kilpatrick, mornay and au naturale, as well as live mudcrabs and 
spanner crabs caught by local fishermen who also supply Lee and Robert’s very popular Catch-a-
Crab cruises. 

They also showcase the freshwater Akoya pearls which are also grown here in small quantities 
with a small gift shop featuring locally-designed Akoya pearl jewellery. 
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Operator Details: 
Operator - Birds Bay Oyster Farm 
Contact - Lee Eyre 
Address - Birds Bay Drive, West Tweed Heads 
Phone -  07-5599 9972 
Email -  info@perfectour.com 
Website - www.catchacrab.com.au/perfectour 
 
TOUR THE LOCAL FISH MARKETS 
We have a number of larger co-ops that will take visitors behind-the-scenes to find out more 
about the local seafood industry – what species are caught in the area, how to correctly fillet fish, 
how they are prepared, how they are packaged for the local and export markets, etc. Markwell’s 
Deep Sea Fishery at Chinderah conducts tours of their riverfront seafood facility as part of select 
group cruises offered by Tweed Endeavour Cruises, while the family-operated Mennitti’s 
Seafood, just near the Tweed Marina in River Terrace, Tweed Heads, will take people behind the 
scenes on request.  

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
TROPICAL TREATS  

Celebrating its 25
th
 birthday in 2008, Tropical Fruit World and Research Park would have to be 

the world’s healthiest theme park - comprising the largest range of rare and tropical fruit in the 
world. More than 500 varieties are grown on the 65-hectare plantation, with some of the more 
quirky varieties including chocolate pudding fruit, lemon meringue pie fruit, chewing gum fruit, 
champagne fruit and ice-cream bean. It’s also a great place to introduce kids to tasty exotics such 
as jak fruit, babacos, papayas, longans and the giant avocadoes.   

Owner Bob Brinsmead bought the property in 1972, gradually planting out the rolling hills with 
varieties gathered from all over the world. Prior to this, part of the land was used as by the 
Department of Agriculture as a research station, where their experimental plot included 
avocadoes, lychees, mangoes and macadamia nuts long before most Australians had even heard 
of these ‘new’ fruits. It was, in fact, the first place in NSW to grow and market avocadoes. 

Opening to the public in 1973 as Avocadoland, Tropical Fruit World has evolved over the years 
as a popular family fun park with riverboat cruise, miniature railway, adventure playground and 
fauna park.  

Behind the scenes, a team of horticulturalists conduct significant research, developing methods to 
optimise the growth of tropical and exotic fruits that are not native to the region. They are also 
developing advanced cultivation methods for some of the Asian fruits which are now appearing in 
Australian supermarkets, such as durian and dragon fruit, as well as supplying commercially to 
local restaurants. 

Operator Details: 
Operator -  Tropical Fruit World 
Contact -  Kelly Patterson or Aymon Gow 
Address -  Duranbah Road, Duranbah 
Phone -   02-6677 7222 
Email -   info@tropicalfruitworld.com.au 
Website -   www.tropicalfruitworld.com.au 
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DRIVE-BY SEAFOOD BANQUET 
Following the ‘food trail’ is a great way to get out and explore the countryside. In Tweed Heads, 
however, you can put an ice-filled esky in the boot and stock up on a seafood banquet: 
� Get off to an early morning start and meet the prawn trawlers at the Tweed marina where you 

can buy fresh off the back of the boat; 
� Drive along the riverbank to Birds Bay and hop on the Catch-a-Crab cruise. The boat stops at 

sandbars and everyone gets off to go pumping for yabbies. Further along the river, you pull in 
the pots for a haul of mudcrabs and then throw a line off the side to catch a few silver bream; 

� Driving back towards Tweed Heads, you can buy fresh oysters from one of the co-ops whose 
harvest comes from the oyster beds in the river; 

� Back at Tweed Marina, you can hire out a luxury pontoon and set off to find a deserted river 
beach where you can barbeque the day’s catch on board. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
TWEED SEAFOOD RECIPES 
Any of our Tweed water- and fishing-focussed stories could be supplemented with a cooking 
demonstration and/or recipes incorporating locally caught seafood, such as mudcrabs, oysters, 
prawn, snapper, mahi mahi and any of the other deep sea varieties. To add a little interest, we 
could set the cooking demonstration up in a location such as on the crab-catching cruise boat, a 
wharf-side barbeque or the barbeque pontoon. We could also ask the chef to include some 
unique fruits grown only in this region, such as the native fingerlime which is like lemon-flavoured 
caviar and is supplied to some of Sydney’s leading restaurants, such as Tetsuya’s. We have a 
number of leading ‘celebrity’ chefs in the region that you may like to include in a segment such as 
this, including: 

• Steve Snow from Fins at Salt 
• Greg Pieper from Bamboo Restaurant at Santai and Sandbar + Grill at Casuarina 
• Michael Jenkins from Peppers 
 
Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
TASTE THE TWEED 
In the past decade or so, a number of the traditional banana plantations and dairy farms of the 
Tweed Valley have been converted to niche produce and native bush tucker, much of which is 
unique to the region. Through Tweed Tourism’s Taste the Tweed project, these growers are 
being encouraged to set up farmgate operations where visitors can learn more about these 
different fruits and flavours. We could organize a Taste the Tweed trail incorporating visits to 
some or all of the following: 

� Tropical Fruit World  

� Madura Tea  

� Banana Cabana Bush Tucker Garden  
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� Ilnam Estate Winery 

� Soul Chocolates – The Sunday afternoon treat at Flutterbies Café in Tyalgum village is “Liquid 
Gold” – a warming winter beverage made from pure hand-made chocolate. It is made by a 
lovely local lady who also makes awesome chocolate truffles and gluten-free, wheat-free, 
everything-except-the-calories-free chocolate cookies. 

� New Govardhana Hare Krishna Farm – This is one of only three Hare Krishna Farms in 
Australia where they grow much of the produce for the Hare Krishna restaurants in the cities. 
They welcome visitors and, on a Sunday evening from 6pm, put on a massive vegetarian 
community banquet which sometimes attracts up to 200 people. All they charge for this is a 
gold coin donation. The guy who originally bought this property 30 years ago and set it up as a 
Hare Krishna community is living here again after 15 years away and would be another good 
on-air talent. 

� Gelateria Vernazza – The Italian owners of this tiny ice-cream shop in Salt Village moved here 
from the Cinque Terra village of Vernazza – and brought their authentic family gelati recipe 
with them. People have been known to drive down from the Gold Coast just to get one of their 
ice-creams. 

The locations above are positioned along a loop drive starting at Salt Village and going right out 
through the Valley via some stunning ancient volcanic landscapes. The drive could therefore 
finish at one of a number of contemporary fine dining restaurants in Salt Village where our top 
chefs are developing a new brand of ‘Tweed cuisine’ by incorporating many of the local flavours 
sampled along the route. 

Contact Details: 
Central contact - Tweed Tourism 
Contact -  Karen Ransome 
Phone -   07-5538 7379 / 0431 958 726 
Email -    kransome@technet2000.com.au 
 
 

TOURING / DRIVE ROUTES 
 
NEW TOURING ROUTE: THE RAINFOREST WAY 

The Rainforest Way is a new series of scenic driving routes connecting the 14 World Heritage-
listed National Parks of northern NSW and southeast Queensland. Two of the most spectacular 
loops in the series focus on the Tweed region: 

Tweed Range Scenic Drive – 90km / 4 hours driving 
Via Murwillumbah to Lillian Rock – Mebbin National Park – Border Ranges National Park – 
Wiangaree – Kyogle  
This loop takes you out along the western rim of the Tweed Caldera with spectacular views 
across the largest shield volcano in the southern hemisphere to the central core of Mt Warning. 
Filming opportunities and activities along this route include: 
� Antarctic Beech forests near Bar Mountain Picnic Area in Mebbin NP 
� Caldera and Mt Warning views from Blackbutts Picnic Area in Mebbin NP 
� The Pinnacle Lookout – a narrow finger of land 919m high (easily reached via a short walk 

through lichen-covered rainforest) in Border Ranges NP 
� Bushwalking tracks through palm forests and red cedars in Border Ranges NP 
� Camping at Sheepstation Creek or Forest Tops in Border Ranges NP 
� Village life in Wiangaree and Kyogle 
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Mt Warning View Circuit – 95km / 4 hours driving 
Murwillumbah – Uki – Byrill Creek – Tyalgum – Chillingham  
This loop circumnavigates Mt Warning, offering a cross-section of rainforest scenery, caldera 
mountain views and villages. Filming opportunities and activities along this route include: 
� World Heritage Rainforest Centre at Murwillumbah where you can highlight the area’s 

geographical history using the excellent visual displays here 
� Murwillumbah’s historic main street, al fresco cafes and the Tweed River Regional Art 

Museum which recently won a Northern NSW architectural award 
� Mt Warning bushwalk through palm forests along the 200m Lyrebird Track (a much easier 

option than the summit climb) 
� Uki – a quaint art and craft village on the Tweed River banks. The old Butter Factory here has 

been converted into artist studios, workshops and galleries 
� 450m bushwalk through a stand of giant figs at Cutters Camp in Mebbin NP 
� Tyalgum Village – quaint café and gift shop; town hall hosts a major classical music festival in 

September 
� Chillingham Village – bush tucker farm growing exotic and native fruits; roadside fruit and veg 

stall where you can try ‘yowie droppings’ (dried bananas!); old Butcher Shop Art Gallery, soap 
factory, etc. 

Contact Details: 
Central Contact - Rainforest Way Project Manager 
Contact -   Robyn Rae 
Phone -   02-6622 8960 
Email -   robyn@rainforestway.com.au 

 
FOLLOW THE FOOD TRAIL 
Eat your way around the Tweed Valley, sampling local oysters, wine, fruit and bush tucker. One 
of our favourite driving routes is a full-day loop encompassing Tropical Fruit World, Madura Tea, 
morning tea at Tumbulgum, the Bush Tucker Garden at Chillingham, Chocolate tasting at 
Tyalgum, lunch at Mavis’ Kitchen, oyster tasting by the river and finishing with a wine tasting up at 
Carool.   

 

AND THE JUST PLAIN ODD … 
 
THE WORLD’S ‘SEXIEST’ UNIVERSITY COURSE 

With its world class surfing beaches and our thriving surfing industry, Southern Cross University 
decided that their Tweed campus was the ideal place to introduce Australia’s first degree in 
surfing.  

Developed in conjunction with Surfing Australia, the Diploma of Sport Management (Surfing 
Studies) was voted one of the ‘sexiest’ university courses in the world by FHM Magazine. It is a 
one-year full-time business management course, specifically designed to prepare graduates for 
careers in the international surfing industry, offering a balance of theory and practical experience.  

The course was introduced in 2004 and graduates are now employed in the management of 
surfboard manufacturing companies, surf accessories and clothing manufacturing, wholesale and 
retail sales of surf products, surf tourism and in the organisation of surf events and surf schools. 

Operator Details: 
Operator - Southern Cross University 
Phone -  07-5506 9312 
Email -  jak.carroll@scu.edu.au 
Website - www.scu.edu.au/essm 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008 
 
MAY 2008 

Tweed Cycling Races 
Murwillumbah & surrounding villages     May 1-4 

It may not be the alpine slopes of the French countryside but the Tweed Valley still 
presents plenty of challenges for cyclists on this gruelling three-day event. 

Contact: 07-3390 1477 
 

JUNE 2008 

Wintersun Rock ‘n’ Roll Festival 
Tweed Heads & Coolangatta      May 31 – June 9 

There’ll be dancin’ in the streets of Coolangatta when Wintersun brings the good old days 
of rock ‘n’ roll back to life. Wintersun celebrates its 21st Anniversary as the biggest rock 
and roll nostalgia festival in Australia. Put on those dancing shoes and join in the 
entertainment in the parks, streets and clubs with music, cars and fun from the 50's and 
60's.  

Contact: Barry McNamara 07-5536 9509  
Website: www.wintersun.org.au  

 
World Environment Day 
Knox Park, Murwillumbah, Tweed Valley     June 1 

A day to celebrate and educate about the local and global environment. Fun activities, 
stalls and workshops for all the family from 11am to 3pm.  

Contact: Caldera Environment Centre 02-6672 1121 
 
Greenback Tailor Fishing Competition    
Tweed Coast         June 8-9 

Held every year on the Queens Birthday weekend, attracting fishos from across the region 
to a hot competition for all ages. Weigh in at 9am Sunday morning. 

Contact: Cabarita Surf Club (02) 6672 2509 
 
Festival of Performing Arts 
Murwillumbah Civic Centre, Tumbulgum Road, Murwillumbah  June 13 – July 7 

Over 5,000 young people participate in competitions in Speech & Drama, Music and Dance 
at the Murwillumbah Civic Centre. Known locally as the friendly festival, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to see the new talent performing. 

Contact: Arthur Holmes 02-6672 1563 
 

Tweed Prestige Bowls Competition  
Tweed Heads Bowls Club, Florence St, Tweed Heads    June 29 - July 2 

A major sporting event open to all affiliated bowlers. Register early to reserve your place in 
the open mixed singles, or just come along to watch the competition unfold. 

Contact: Tweed Heads Bowls Club 07-5536 3800 
Website: www.thbc.com.au 

 
 
JULY 2008 
 
Tyalgum Diggers Sports Day & Rodeo 
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Tyalgum Showgrounds, Tweed Valley     July 26 
The village of Tyalgum comes alive for this annual event showcasing the Tweed Valley’s 
rich heritage and reviving the fun and excitement of a traditional village celebration. 
Celebrating its 100

th
 anniversary this year, the local horse riding competitions and rodeo 

are always the favourite events.  
Contact: 02-6679 3675 

 
 
AUGUST 2008 

Golden Nugget & Australian Indoor Bowls Competitions 
Tweed Heads Bowls Club      August 4-22 

National bowls competitions attracting the country's best bowlers. Excellent spectator areas 
to enjoy the competitions from the sidelines. 

Contact: Tweed Heads Bowls Club 07-5536 3800 
 Website: www.thbc.com.au  

 
Tweed Valley Banana Festival  
Murwillumbah, Tweed Valley      August 22-31 

One of the major annual events in the Tweed Valley, the annual Banana Festival features 
art and craft exhibitions, fashion parades, banana display and lots of social events. On the 
main parade day (August 30) over 150 floats representing community groups, local 
businesses, religious groups and the Festival Queen candidates travels through the streets 
of Murwillumbah to the showgrounds where a carnival continues on into the night.  

Contact: 02-6672 3682  
 
 
SEPTEMBER 2008 

Tyalgum Festival of Classical Music 
Tyalgum Hall, Tweed Valley      September 5-7 

The extraordinary acoustics of the Tyalgum village hall attracts some of Australia’s leading 
classical artists who perform each year at this three-day series of instrumental and vocal 
concerts. Lovers of fine music should make every effort to experience this unique event. 
On Sunday 7 September an informal outdoor concert will be held in the showgounds in the 
afternoon - great for a family picnic under the trees. 

Contact: Alex Wilkinson 02-6679 2244 
Website: www.tyalgumfestival.com.au  

 
Speed on Tweed 
Murwillumbah, Tweed Valley      September 19-21 

This nostalgic car competition recreates the magical grand prixs of the 1940s with veteran 
and vintage race cars competing in a timed sprint on a 1.4km Hot Mix circuit through the 
streets of Murwillumbah. Tickets are available to view the classic racing around the circuit 
and at the Murwillumbah showgrounds. Free street entertainment on the Friday and 
Saturday evenings will bring the town streets to life.  

Contact: 02-6672 1796 
Website: www.speedontweed.com  
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OCTOBER 2008 
 
Tweed River Festival 
Throughout Tweed Shire      October 10-18 

Celebrating the life-force of the Tweed River in northern NSW, this festival combines 
education with a range of competitions, displays, boating events, walks and, on the final 
Saturday evening, a spectacular lantern parade at Jack Evans Boat Harbour, Tweed 
Heads 

Contact: Jane Lofthouse, Tweed Shire Council 02-6670 2743 

Tweed River Agricultural Show 
Murwillumbah Showgrounds, Tweed Valley    Oct 31-Nov 1 

A traditional country show at its best in the magnificent setting at the Murwillumbah 
Showgrounds. Jam packed with a variety of entertainment, arena events, trade exhibits, 
heritage displays, live music, sideshow alley and fireworks. 

Contact: 0427 725 507 
 
 
NOVEMBER 2008 

Melbourne Cup Day 
Murwillumbah Racecourse, Tweed Valley    November 4 

If you can’t make it to Flemington this year, Murwillumbah Racecourse hosts one of the 
biggest Melbourne Cup Day events in country NSW.  

Contact: 02-6672 2671 
 

DECEMBER 2008 

New Year’s Eve Fireworks 
Twin Towns – Salt Central Park – Casuarina    December 31 

Celebrate the New Year with fireworks displays at 9pm and midnight 
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FACTS & FIGURES 
 
 

Location: Northeast NSW from the Queensland/NSW border (adjacent to the Gold 

Coast) south to Pottsville/Wooyung and west to the Border Ranges 
 

Distances: 105kms from Brisbane (1 hour drive) 

835kms from Sydney (11 hours 30 minutes drive) 

 

Airport 
Access: 

Gold Coast Airport 
Domestic:  Virgin Blue, Jetstar 
International: Air Asia X, Air New Zealand, Pacific Blue, Tiger Airways 

Ballina Byron Airport 

Domestic: Virgin Blue, Regional Express, Jetstar 

Lismore Regional Airport 
Domestic: Regional Express 
 

Key regions: Tweed Coast 

A string of unspoilt coastal villages stretching along 35kms of ocean beaches 
from Fingal Head to Wooyung and incorporating the new multi-million dollar 
developments at Salt/Casuarina and Kingscliff’s trendy ‘eat street’. 
 
Tweed Valley 
Nestled in the ancient caldera of the Mt Warning volcano, the Valley is fringed 
with World Heritage rainforests and offers lush growing conditions for a wide 
range of regional produce. 
 
Tweed Heads  
One of Australia’s favourite family holiday destinations, renowned for its 
award-winning restaurants, beachfront accommodation, boutique shopping 
and clubs. 
 

Contact: TWEED TOURISM 

www.tweedtourism.com.au 

1800 674 414 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
Nestled in the caldera of an ancient shield volcano, the Tweed region offers a unique combination 
of World Heritage listed rainforests, lush rolling farmland and unspoilt beaches – all within a 
relatively compact area. 
 
In fact, you can see the whole package in one long sweeping glance from the summit of Mt 
Warning which rises 1156m from the valley floor.  
 
In the early morning hours, you can watch the first rays of sunlight wash over 35kms of golden 
sands, touching on the quiet seaside holiday villages and the new international resorts. The 
Tweed and Oxley Rivers glisten as the warmth spreads out across emerald green dairy farms 
and tea plantations reaching towards the bustling centre of Murwillumbah and up the valley to the 
rainforest-shrouded cliffs that form the volcanic rim. 
 
Within this Eden-like landscape, a wealth of holiday experiences await: Lazy days spent fishing 
from the riverbank or beach; relaxing river cruises or adrenalin-pumping off-shore fishing 
charters; slow and easy drives through quaint country villages, stocking up at farmers’ markets 
and browsing local art and craft co-ops; hiking in the rainforest; long walks by the sea; leisurely 
lunches at cosmopolitan beachfront cafes; lively dinners at a country pub. 
 
Adding to the attraction is the wide variety of accommodation on offer. For generations of 
Australian families, the Tweed has always been a favourite destination for the simple beach 
holiday and a string of well-appointed oceanfront caravan parks have made it equally popular with 
the travelling seniors now known as the ‘grey nomads’. 
 
But in recent years, the Tweed has built a more sophisticated fan base, attracted by exquisitely 
designed private hideaways hidden in the rainforest at luxury retreats and the new international 
resorts now lining the beach from Kingscliff to Casuarina. 
 
The beauty of the Tweed region is that you can still have the best of both worlds. Stay in budget 
accommodation in a quiet seaside village and dine out at trendy award-winning restaurants. Live 
in the lap of luxury at a full-service resort and spend your days exploring country hamlets and wild 
rainforests. Catch an international headline act at a glittering Tweed club one night and enjoy 
local music at a village festival the next. 
 



 

 

P O Box 4239   Elanora   Qld   4221               Ph: 07-5538 7379              Mob: 0431 958 726 

Page  27 

TWEED REGIONS 
 
The Tweed is roughly divided into three regions, each with its own distinctive character: 
 
Tweed Heads 

Adjoining Queensland’s world-famous Gold Coast, Tweed Heads provides a less crowded 
alternative to the glitz and glamour. 

Safe, patrolled swimming beaches are lined with first class resort hotels and apartment 
accommodation, and a vibrant retail precinct offers boutique shopping, sun-drenched cafes and 
plenty of family entertainment. 

There’s even more entertainment in store at clubs like Twin Towns, Banora Point and Terranora 
where the gig guide features major international stars and Australian-grown chart-toppers. 

The Tweed River estuary and harbour is another major drawcard. Here you can board cruises 
along the waterways through the canefields to historic river villages or shop for fresh seafood at 
the local co-ops and enjoy a picnic platter by the banks. 
 
Tweed Coast 

Stretching from Fingal Head at the southern mouth of the Tweed River to the untamed beauty of 
Wooyung Beach, the Tweed Coast offers a choice of quiet seaside villages and sophisticated 
resorts. 

Kingscliff has emerged as a popular dining destination with a string of restaurants and cafes lining 
the beachfront esplanade. It’s all within easy access of the new multi-million dollar Salt Village 
and Casuarina Beach developments where you can enjoy the pampering style of Peppers Resort 
and Spa, Outrigger on the Beach, and Casuarina Beach Resort. 

Those who love the Tweed’s low-key approach have their favourite beachside cottages, caravan 
parks and motels at Fingal Head, Hastings Point, Cabarita, Pottsville and Wooyung, while the 
coastal hills hide cosy B&Bs and retreats nestled amidst tea plantations and market gardens. 
 
Tweed Valley 

Carved out by the Tweed and Oxley Rivers as they meander around the central volcanic plug of 
Mt Warning, the Tweed Valley has become home to a host of city folk opting to escape the rat 
race. 

Blending easily with the old families of the area, they’ve imbued the Valley with an eclectic mix of 
cultures, arts and philosophies. Dine with the Hare Krishna community at a Sunday banquet. Be 
inspired by art workshops at a hand-built Renaissance-style castle. Shop for farm fresh organic 
produce at road-side stalls. Hunt for antique treasures and regional crafts in a riverside village. 
Join in with the locals at a New Age festival or farmers’ market. 

The natural wonders of the region take a starring role with plenty of opportunities to bushwalk in 
the rainforests, throw a fishing into the river from a deserted bank or take that early morning hike 
to the summit of Mt Warning. 

 


