


Natural Appeal
Lake Illawarra is a perfect spot for a family picnic, children can paddle and play in safety 
and there are plenty of picnic and barbecue facilities as well as children’s playgrounds, 
kiosk and amenities.  The lake is also ideal for many water activities such as sailing, water 
skiing, jet skiing and rowing with the most popular being fishing and prawning.  If you 
prefer dry land then cycle or walk around the 24km of cycleways or wander over to 
Windang Island at low tide and enjoy the views.

Bass Point Reserve features one of the few diverse littoral rainforests in the region. Located 
within the reserve is Bushranger’s Bay – a Marine Aquatic Reserve that is one of the most 
popular scuba diving and snorkeling spots on the NSW South Coast. Local dive shops have 
all of the knowledge and equipment you need to explore the underwater world. 

While enjoying the outdoors, take a walk through the reserve and make the most of the 
natural flora and fauna and take in the magnificent coastal views from the Bushranger’s 
Bay and Maloney’s Bay viewing platforms.  

Bass Point has been recognised for its archeological significance and is now listed on the 
Register of the Australian Heritage Commission.  There is also a memorial representing 
the Australian Sailors who lost their lives while saving Sailors on the City Services Boston 
as the ship ran into the rocks during a wild storm. 

A visit to Killalea State Park is a must, the spectacular natural beauty of this coastal park 
makes it a wonderful place to unwind or take a leisurely stroll from Minnamurra Spit 
along the sandy beaches and around Killalea Lagoon.  One of the best surf beaches on 
the south coast of New South Wales is right here at Killalea and is commonly referred 
to as “The Farm” by the locals.  The park is also popular for other activities such as scuba 
diving, snorkeling and fishing and is an ideal place for family picnics with BBQ facilities, 
children’s playground and amenities. campsites are also available allowing you to stay in 
the natural surroundings of Killalea.  

Come and relax at Blackbutt Forest Reserve, this unique reserve contains a diversity 
of vegetation and wildlife and is the last remaining viable remnant of coastal plain forest 
within the Illawarra.  This 250 hectare reserve contains many walking trails, extensive 
picnic and barbecue facilities as well as children’s playgrounds and amenities. All year 
round it’s one of the areas most popular family gathering places. 

Macquarie Pass National Park preserves a section of the Illawarra escarpment. It 
consists of steep, densely timbered ridges and rainforest gullies, topped by a rim of 
superb cliffs.

Two walking tracks are provided for great bush walking, the Cascades Rainforest Walk is 
two kilometres return and starts at the picnic area at the foot of Macquarie Pass. At the 
end of the 1 kilometre track you will come to the ‘Cascades’ where the water falls from a 
height of 20 metres.

The Glenview Track is open to walkers but closed to vehicles. The track crosses a creek 
which flows 400 metres downstream and plunges over the Cascades. It has several 
branch tracks through tall open forest providing the walker with the opportunity to 
explore other parts of the forest. 

Enjoy uninterrupted views over Shellharbour, Lake Illawarra and the Pacific Ocean  
from Carmody’s Lookout, the park is of heritage significance in that it was the site  
of Wentworth Cottage, the home of D’Arcy Wenthorth one of Shellharbour’s  
most well known pioneering families. In 1914 the cottage was bought by John  
Carmody who’s family resided in the homestead for the most of last century.   
The park now features two mazes which occupy the site of the former cottage  
which was demolished in 1978.

Experience the region’s newest attraction, the Illawarra Fly Treetop Walk.  This 
500 metre elevated steel canopy walk located 25 metres high above the forest floor 
provides spectacular views to Shellharbour and the coast. Enjoy a walk onto the 
springboard cantilevers and dare to climb the spiral stairs to the top of the 45 metre 
Knights Tower lookout
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¢ View of Shellharbour from Illawarra Fly.
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