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Activities and attractions in Bass Coast. 

Location Activity Information 

Phillip Island Phillip Island Nature 
Park Penguin Parade 

Discover all about the lives of Little Penguins at the Penguin 
Parade Visitor Centre, which features a theatre and interactive 
displays.  Relax in the café that offers meals and delicious 
snacks. Enjoy shopping in the unique Penguin Shop and Spirit 
of the Island store. Take home a memory of your visit with an 
interactive photo.  There are many ways to experience the 
penguins: Penguin Parade, Penguins Plus Viewing Platform, 
Ranger Guided Tours or the Penguin Sky Box. 

Phillip Island Phillip Island Nature 
Park Koala 

Conservation Centre 

 

Stroll along treetop boardwalks and experience koalas in their 
natural habitat.  Wander through bushland and enjoy the 
abundant birdlife.  This centre is dedicated to koala research 
and conservation. Learn about the fascinating lives of koalas in 
the Visitor Centre. Enjoy a snack and purchase a unique gift.  
Daily Ranger Guided Tours take you behind the scenes to learn 
more about koala conservation 

Phillip Island Phillip Island Nature 
Park Churchill Island 

 

Step back in time to this historic island farm.  Churchill Island 
features heritage buildings and gardens, walking tracks and 
much more.  The Visitor Centre provides information on the 
island’s fascinating history. Churchill Island Café & Restaurant 
features spectacular bay views and delicious home cooked 
meals from island produce. Meet the farm animals, Clydesdale 
horses, Highland cattle, sheep, ducks, chickens and peacocks. 
Daily Ranger Guided Tours of the island. 

Phillip Island Phillip Island Nature 
Park Nobbies Centre 

 

The Nobbies Centre is Australia’s newest marine attraction. 
Explore and discover the secrets of the incredible southern 
marine environment including seals, sharks and dolphins via 
interactive displays and cameras that allow you to zoom in and 
out on these marine creatures.  This area offers spectacular 
coastal scenery, viewing of the offshore seal colony at Seal 
Rocks and the chance to walk amongst nesting seabird 
colonies. It is a truly amazing natural experience!  

Phillip Island Seal Watching Cruises Experience this spectacular two hour cruise witnessing one of 
Australia’s largest wild Fur Seal colonies situated on Seal Rocks 
lying 2kms off the rugged south west coast of Phillip Island. The 
boat drifts within metres of thousands of seals enabling you to 
witness their natural environment first hand. It is impossible not 
to be captivated by these naturally playful and inquisitive 
animals who regularly approach the boat for a closer look at 
you!   Along the way you’ll be captivated by the beautiful 
coastline and learning the history of Phillip Island’s shoreline. 

San Remo Fishing Charters Boat fishing in Western Port is also a popular past time and 
charter fishing expeditions run out of Cowes, Newhaven, San 
Remo and Rhyll. Hire boats are also available from Rhyll and 
Cowes.  
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Phillip Island & 
Inverloch 

Surf lessons If you have always wanted to break out and have a go at the 
iconic Australian sport of surfing, a Surfing Australia surf school 
is where we can turn your dream into reality. If you have never 
had the chance but always wanted to try, now’s the time.  All 
Surfing Australia Surf school lessons are presented by Level 1 
Accredited Coaches through National Coaching Accreditation 
Scheme which is recognised by the Australian Sports 
Commission. 

Inverloch Kite Surfing Inverloch has one of the safest and cleanest beaches in Victoria 
for kitesurfing. Located on a tidal inlet it offers shallow water and 
many easy-to-get-to beaches and sandbars which are ideal for 
beginners and advanced kiters alike. 
 If you are not sure if kiting is for you, you can have an 
introductory kitesurfing lesson to learn the basic skills.  A stunt 
kite is available to introduce you to kite flying on the land. 

Phillip Island Bike Hire Tours & Group Rides can be organized rides for a minimum of 8 
people.  The ride can be tailored to skill level, purpose of the 
ride (i.e. educational for school children, scenic routes for tourist 
groups, challenging rides for experienced riders).  All equipment 
is provided. Please book in advance at holiday times.  

Newhaven P I Helicopters We operate our scenic flights from Phillip Island Airport. We 
have 5 standard flights around the island, all with 
unprecedented views of our spectacular scenery, or we can 
tailor a flight to suit your needs. We also provide joy flight 
services for major or fund-raising events. 

Cowes Phillip Island GP 
Circuit Hot Laps 

Buckle in for the real deal; an adrenalin-amping triple lap 
lightning ride around the Phillip Island circuit with an 
experienced racing driver in HSV Hot Laps. The smooth curves 
and super fast straight of this world class circuit are strung along 
some of the most breathtaking coastline on the Island with 
rolling hills, rugged cliffs and ocean to the horizon. 3 Hot Laps in 
a high performance HSV V8 around this world famous circuit is 
sure to get your attention!  Circuit tours are also available. 

Cowes Phillip Island GP 
Circuit Go Karts 

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit Go Kart Track is over 720m long 
and in some places over 8m wide and is a scale replica of the  
world famous Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit.  This is your 
chance to get the feeling that so many past and present 
champions have had the privilege of experiencing. 
Corporate functions and activity days are also available and are 
the perfect way to finish off a sales meeting or for a team 
building day.  Circuit tours are also available. 

Cowes A Maze’N Things You will be absolutely amazed by what you can see. Water, 
balls and chairs go uphill, people fly in mirrors, some lose their 
heads and others shrink right before your very eyes. The maze 
itself, Australia’s largest, takes an average of 45 minutes to 
complete.  If you do eventually get out of the maze you can 
browse for ages in Victoria’s most unique puzzle and games 
shop, or alternatively tackle the stimulating 19 hole maxi mini-
golf course.  This park has a unique appeal to a wide range of 
ages. All patrons are bemused, bewildered and baffled by the 
seemingly endless array of intriguing activities. 

Cowes Fun Shed 

 

The Fun Shed is still plenty of fun no matter the we it is always 
fun for children. Parents are able to relax and enjoy a cuppa or 
a light meal while the children entertain themselves on the great 
equipment. We have an inflated slide, jumping castle, 3 level 
playground complete with a flying fox, multiple slides and ball 
pits. There is also a basketball area, air hockey, soccer table, 
cubby house and junior play area and lots, lots more. 
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Cowes 10 Pin Bowling 

 

 The Centre includes: Pool Tables, Air Hockey tables, Lounge, 
Cafe & Fully Licensed Bar, Slot Car Racing, X-Box live, Table 
Tennis, Internet Access, Interactive Games, E ball Games & 
Austar Entertainment on a large screen.  
Enjoy the thrill of bowling as well as the rest of the fun at this 
family friendly, air conditioned Entertainment Centre. Plenty of 
parking is available and there is easy access in to the centre. 

Cowes Grumpy’s Grumpy's Amusements feature an undercover, 18-hole mini-golf 
course and a waterslide which is open from November to 
Easter, weather permitting.  

Cowes Golf Phillip Island Golf Course is split into two "nines". The outward 
nine holes are somewhat shorter, with many fine old eucalypts 
and an abundance of wildlife spread over the undulating and 
sandy ground. The front nine can lull a player into a false sense 
of security with its traditional and enjoyable layout.  
The course is eminently suitable for players of all ages and skill 
levels. It is a picturesque, challenging and extremely enjoyable 
course. 

Wonthaggi Golf Established in 1925, the Wonthaggi Golf Club boasts a 
picturesque 18 hole course. Set on 103 acres of undulating 
land, the course is a well-treed and testing 18 hole layout 
stretching 5757 metres with a par of 72 and an A.C.R. of 70. 

San Remo Golf Bass Coast Golf Course: Graham Marsh designed, world class 
links course; 9 holes opening late 2007, 18 holes open early 
2008. 

Inverloch Golf Melaleuca Links is a 9 hole par 3 course with most holes around 
60-70m except for the 8th which is maybe 100m.  The turf is in 
unbelievably good condition. It’s in the same class as the 
Melbourne sand belt. The greens are quick and true and there’s 
even a nice undulating practice putting green. 

Grantville Maru Koala & Fauna 
Park 

You can experience ‘up close and personal' contact with the 
animals: hand feed kangaroos, wallabies, emus, birds and 
observe koalas from the comfort of the restaurant.  You can also 
putt your way around Aust. Swings! - 18 holes from the beach to 
the outback zone.   

Phillip Island Wildlife Park Phillip Island Wildlife Park is the largest privately-owned wildlife 
park in Victoria. It is an open-access park which incorporates 
6.5 ha of wetland. There are over 100 animals in all, and a 
nocturnal animals centre.  

San Remo Pelican Feeding 

 
Pelican feeding takes place on the San Remo foreshore, near 
the jetty, each day at 11.30 a.m. San Remo is a significant ocean 
and bay fishing port and the San Remo Fisherman’s Cooperative 
the leading supplier of fresh fish for the region. Holidaymakers 
can enjoy ocean fishing and boat charters that leave from the 
jetty. 

Rhyll Rhyll Fishing Park Come and experience lake fishing, indoor fishing in the 
spectacular rainforest pool, or simply enjoy the fresh locally 
harvested trout and yabbies.  Rhyll Fishing Park offers you the 
chance to catch and cook your own trout.  
 



 4

Wonthaggi State Coal Mine A visit to the State Coal Mine at Wonthaggi is a journey back to 
the difficult working conditions of mining days past. Preserved 
by Parks Victoria for future generations, this original mine site 
gives visitors an understanding of the life of a miner seventy 
years ago. 

Newhaven Vietnam Veterans 
Museum 

The VVAA Museum currently has over 5000 artefacts, 
memorabilia and photographic material which are displayed 
either under glass or in walk-through areas which allow the 
visitor to fully appreciate what it was actually like to be “in 
country” and absorb the era which was Vietnam.  The indoor 
display features mannequins, photographs, scale models and 
dioramas, military equipment and much more.  

Bass Coast Coastal walks and rail 
trails 

Explore Bass Coast on foot or by bike. Take an easy stroll or 
tackle a challenging coastal track – there are walks and bicycle 
rides to suit every fitness level. Trails follow sandy tracks that 
wind along rugged cliff tops overlooking magnificent views of 
Phillip Island and the ocean and along the cliffs from San Remo 
towards Kilcunda, with detours leading to small deserted 
beaches accessible only by foot or boat. The rail trail is the only 
coastal rail trail in Victoria. The landscape varies from the 
rugged coastline at Kilcunda, to flat farmland and coastal 
bushland.  

Bass Coast Art Tour Celebrate the wealth and diversity of our arts community by 
visiting artists in their studios and viewing their works.  The 
ArtTour is a self drive tour of more than 25 artists’ studios in 
Bass Coast.  Works range from landscapes and portraits to 
glassware and fabrics.  

Bass Coast 
Wineries & 
Vineyards 

Wine Tastings 
 

Phillip Island Vineyard  
Purple Hen 

Bass River Winery 
Ramsay’s Vin Rose 
The Gurdies Winery 
Bass Valley Estate 
Paradise Enough 

Kongwak Hills Winery 
Nyora Vineyard & Winery 

The wine trail takes you to Cellar Doors in Victoria’s southern-
most wine region, spread through Bass Coast.  You’ll find small, 
family owned vineyards and wineries, scattered throughout 
picturesque rolling hills and along spectacular coastlines.  
You will find wines here that will lead you to ponder the 
individual vineyard sites and seasonal differences between 
vintages. You will be introduced to wines, winemakers and 
wineries with real character.  You may find us tending the vines, 
checking on the wine barrels, filling bottles or sticking on labels 
and always ready to pour you a wine. Silverwaters Winery 
appointment only through Visitor Information Centres. 

French Island  French Island National Park is a true paradise. Accessible only 
by 30 minute passenger ferry ride, French Island is a haven of 
peace and serenity. The 11,100ha park contains environments 
ranging from mangrove salt marsh areas to open woodlands 
and plays home to an equally diverse range of wildlife.  

For further information on any of these activities please contact staff at any of our  
Visitor Information Centres: 

 
Phillip Island (Newhaven & Cowes) 

piinfo@basscoast.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 1300 366 422 

Inverloch 
invyinfo@basscoast.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 1300 762 433 

Wonthaggi  
woninfo@basscoast.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 1300 854 334 

or log onto www.visitbasscoast.com 

 
 For further information about Living, Working and Investing in Bass Coast 

Contact: Economic Development Unit 
Phone:  03 5671 2211 or 5951 3311, Fax:  03 5671 2222 

Email:  business@basscoast.vic.gov.au Website: http://business.basscoast.vic.gov.au/ 


